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INDIGENOUS ART FROM CAPE YORK & TORRES STRAIT
TO EXHIBIT AT THE UNITED NATIONS
5th June 2017
Last year the Oceanographic Museum of Monaco played host to an innovative exhibition featuring ghost-net and other
contemporary sculptural Indigenous artworks from Australia. The exhibition, titled Australia: Defending the Oceans at the
Heart of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art, sought to promote the artists and their works to new markets and audiences.
Due to its success, subsequently thirteen other institutions, globally, have invited the exhibition [in parts, including newly
commissioned works] to be exhibited from now until 2019.
One of the key venues in the project's calendar is the United Nations Headquarters in New York City. The opportunity to exhibit
works from the project by Pormpuraaw Art & Culture Centre Artists, along with renowned solo artist, Brian Robinson, came
about at the invitation from the President of the General Assembly himself after he visited the exhibition in Monaco.
The project, now known simply as Australia: Defending the Ocean, focusses primarily on the battle to curb ocean pollution in
order to conserve and sustain traditional food sources, spiritual totems and marine ecosystems from the growing rate of
international ocean pollution and illegal fishing. With such conservation at the core of the exhibition's concept it is featured
in pride of place at the entrance to the UN building during The Ocean Conference (5th-9th June) and World Oceans Day.
“This exhibition gives the artists, who are Traditional Owners, the chance to tell their stories and highlight their role as frontline crusaders in the fight against ocean pollution- the source of so much that is intrinsic to their culture and way of life- at the
highest of echelons. It's a really exciting venture to be involved in as it also introduces them and their work to new markets
abroad which would otherwise not exist to them”, said Suzanne O'Connell, Associate Curator & Project Coordinator.
The opportunity to showcase contemporary Indigenous sculpture at the United Nations is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for
many of the artists involved. 18 newly commissioned ghost-net sculptures by Pormpuraaw artists as well as a 1100mm wide
aluminium stingray sculpture and three limited edition linocut prints by Brian Robinson are featured.
“Ghost-nets are basically what we call discarded fishing nets from fishing trawlers”, said Stéphane Jacob, director of Arts
d’Australie • Stéphane Jacob, Paris, France,
“These nets have been decimating sea life around Australia and artists from many coastal towns, including Pormpuraaw, have
ingeniously decided to do something about it themselves. They fish out the ghost-nets and re-appropriate these destructive
materials into intricate sculptural works telling of this struggle”.
The project is managed by Stéphane Jacob, director of Arts d’Australie • Stéphane Jacob, Paris, France and the project's Senior
Curator, in co-ordination with Suzanne O'Connell of the Suzanne O'Connell Gallery in Brisbane. It is supported by the Ministry
for the Arts, Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade and the Australia Council for the Arts.
The display will remain at the United Nations Headquarters until the end of June when the artworks will then travel to the
University of Virginia, where it will be exhibited through the sponsorship of the Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection from the
15th July to 7th January, 2018.
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Pormpuraaw artist, Steven Kepper, performs a traditional
dance bearing his tuna fish ghost-net sculpture on the
beach of Pormpuraaw.
Photo: Paul Jakubowski, 2017.

Pormpuraaw artist Sid Bruce Short Joe collects ghost-nets.
Photo: Paul Jakubowski, 2017.
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Brian Robinson, “Reef Guardian 1”, linocut print.
Photo: Fanny Saumure, courtesy Onespace Gallery, 2017.

Brian Robinson, “Ocean Guardian”, 2017.
Photo: Louis Lim, courtesy Onespace Gallery.
Medium:
Size:
Edition:

Cast aluminium with carved minaral
1100mm wingspan
2 AP + 5
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